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General Instructions:
Attempt all questions in each section before going on to the next.

Only answers to be written in answer sheet against the correct question number.

Adhere to the word limit. Marks will be deducted for exceeding the word limit.

This paper consists of 3 sections:

Section: A- Reading: (20 marks)

Section: B- Writing and Grammar: (30 marks)

Section: C- Literature: (30 marks)

SECTION A: READING

1. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:

1. The practice of soil conservation involves methods to reduce soil erosion, prevent depletion
of soil nutrients and restore nutrients already lost by erosion and excessive crop harvesting. Most
methods used to control soil erosion involve keeping the soil covered with vegetation.
2. In conventional farming, the land is ploughed several times and smoothed to make a planting
surface - a practice that makes it vulnerable to soil erosion. To reduce erosion, an increasing
number of farmers in many countries are using conservation- tillage farming, also known as
minimum tillage or no-till farming, depending on the degree to which the soil is disturbed.
Farmers using these methods disturb the soil as little as possible in planting crops.
3. For the minimum tillage method, special tillers break up and loosen the sub-surface soil
without turning over the topsoil. In no- till farming, special planting machines inject seeds,
fertilizers and weed killers into slits made in the unploughed soil. In addition to reducing soil
erosion, conservation-tillage and no- till farming reduce fuel and tillage costs and water loss
from the soil. They can also increase the number of crops that can be grown during a season.
4. Soil erosion can also be reduced by 30- 50% on gently sloping by means of contour farming-
ploughing and planting crops in rows across, rather than up and down, the sloped contours of the
land. Each row planted horizontally along the slope of the land acts as a small dam to help hold
and slow the runoff of water.
5. Terracing can be used on steeper slopes. Each terrace retains some of the water running down
the vegetated slope. Terracing provides water for crops at all levels and decreases soil erosion by
reducing the amount and speed of water runoff. In strip cropping, a series of rows of one crop,
such as corn or soybeans, is planted in a wide strip. Then the next strip is planted with a soil-
conserving cover crop, such as grass or grass- legume mixture, which completely covers the soil
and thus reduces erosion. These alternating rows of cover trap soil that erodes from the other



rows, catch and reduce surface runoff, and help prevent the spread of plant diseases and pests
from one strip to another.
1.1. Answer the following questions briefly: (1x6=6)
(i) How is conventional farming conducive to soil erosion?
(ii) What kinds of farming methods are included in conservation-tillage farming?
(iii)Where is contour farming used and what is its advantage?
(iv)How is strip cropping done?
(v) What is the meaning of the word ‘erosion’ in paragraph-4?
(vi) What is the meaning of the phrase ‘easily harmed or unprotected’ in paragraph-1?

1.2. On the basis of your reading of the passage complete the statements given below by
choosing the correct option from those given: (1x6=6)
(A) Soil conservation means:
(i) excessive crop harvesting (iii) depleting soil nutrients
(ii) reducing soil erosion (iv) keeping the soil covered with vegetation

(B) Machines inject all soil inputs into slits made in the unploughed soil in _________farming.
(i) conventional (iii) no till
(ii) minimum- tillage (iv) All of these

(C) Terracing helps in:
(i) decreasing soil erosion (iii) retaining some water running down a

slope
(ii) providing water for crops (iv) All of these

(D) Strip cropping helps in:
(i) increasing surface water runoff (iii) limiting plant diseases and pests
(ii) eroding soil (iv) None of these

(E) The word ____________used in paragraph 2 is an antonym of ‘innovative’.
(i) standard (iii) disturb
(ii) vulnerable (iv) conventional

(F) The word __________used in paragraph 3 is a synonym of ‘enhance’.
(i) reduce (iii)improve
(ii) increase (iv) loosen

2. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:

1. This story is about the man whose work has helped millions of people and animals to escape a
great deal of pain. He was Doctor James Simpson. Simpson was born on 7th June, 1811 at a
place called Bathgate in Scotland. His father, a baker, encouraged James to go on with his
studies instead of learning the family business. James’ progress at school was very quick. He was
only 14 years old when he went up to the University of Edinburgh. He chose to study medicine
and became a qualified doctor by the time he was twenty-one.
2. Dr Simpson’s hospital duties included assisting doctors during operations. On these occasions,
he would watch patients scream in unbearable pain. In those days, surgical operations were



cruelly painful. Patients were tied to the operation table with strong straps to prevent them from
struggling. They were given doses of whisky to dull their pain as much as possible. But this did
not help them very much. Often, when a patient cried out aloud in agony, the surgeon hurried
through the operation. This was not a good thing to do.
3. ‘Is there nothing that will help patients feel no pain? Dr. Simpson thought. ‘I must search for a
pain-killer until I find one.’ And the more operations he saw, the more determined he became.
4. Simpson had to carry out two kinds of tasks. First, he had to find a chemical that could lessen
or kill pain when the operation took place. Then, he had to be sure that the pain-killer would not
kill the patient as well, or harm the patient's health. But how could he make sure of this? He
could not use his patients or other people in experiments. It might be dangerous. So, he decided
to experiment on himself and on some friends who volunteered to help.
5. One day, Simpson showed his friends a new chemical called chloroform, a liquid that gave off
vapours. Simpson gathered as much information as he could about this liquid and decided to test
it. He and his two friends began to inhale it. When they inhaled it for some time, the three men
became unconscious. It was as if they were fast asleep. They saw nothing, heard nothing and felt
nothing, not even the passing of time.
6. It was Simpson who came to himself first. The chloroform had done him no harm at all and
he was happy and excited about this. But he had to wait and see what happened to his friends.
Soon they too felt quite well.
7. Now Simpson knew how to make operations completely painless. If a patient inhaled the right
quantity of chloroform vapour before an operation, he knew nothing about what the surgeon was
doing. Then, the surgeon could work on any part of the patient’s body without giving her or him
any pain. In other words, Simpson had discovered that chloroform was an ‘anaesthetic’.
8. Simpson and his friends successfully tested chloroform on 4th May 1847. But it did not bring
relief to any patient till 1855. Most doctors refused to use it. They were very suspicious of this
new drug. They said they did not know what injury it might do to their patient’s health. Many
religious groups were also against the use of chloroform. They felt that God had good reasons for
giving pain to his creatures.

a) On the basis of your reading of the passage make notes on it using headings and sub-
headings and recognizable abbreviations wherever necessary. Give a suitable title to the
passage. (5marks)

b) Write a summary of the passage in about 80 words using the notes. (3marks)

SECTION- B (WRITING SKILLS AND GRAMMAR)

3. The Marketing Manager of a cold drink company has invited your school for a tour of their
manufacturing and bottling plant. Each of the young visitors will be given a free drink of their
choice. As the Head Boy/ Head Girl of your school, write a notice informing the students about
the programme. Include other necessary details. (WL:50 words) (4marks)

Or

3. Repeated floods in various flood-prone areas in India have resulted in unprecedented damage
and destruction to both life and property. On behalf of the NGO Navchetna, design a poster
inviting people to contribute money and food items generously for the flood victims. (4marks)



4. You are Anjali/ Ajay Dev of House No.101, Sector-22, Meerut. You are greatly disturbed by
the insanitary conditions prevailing in your city. Write a letter to the Chairman of the Municipal
Corporation, Meerut, throwing light on it and seeking cooperation in keeping the city clean.
(WL:150-200 words) ` (6marks)

Or

4. While shopping at a popular fashionable market, you were distressed to see the harassment
faced by some foreigners at the hands of self-proclaimed guides, greedy shopkeepers, vendors
and even beggars. Write a letter to the Editor of a national daily mentioning that we have
forgotten our culture of hospitality and are responsible for spoiling the image of our country.

(WL:120-150 words) ` (6marks)

5. Peer pressure is useful for the development of an individual. If there is no peer pressure at all
then there would be no goal or aim to succeed. Write a speech on the topic- ‘Is Peer Pressure
Beneficial or Not?’ to be delivered on Children’s Day in your school. (WL: 150-200 words)

(10marks)

Or

5. You are Mallika/ Munish. You are concerned about the ongoing controversy regarding the
media’s role in sensationalizing news, moulding public opinion and moral policing. Write an
article for a newspaper in 150-200 words on the topic ‘Role of Media In Our Society.’

(WL: 150-200 words) (10marks)

6. Rearrange the following words into meaningful sentences: (2marks)

a) which holds/ was crowded/ one thousand/ only/ the gallery/ people

b) communication/ not matter/ was slow/ it did/ between/different/ when the world/ the parts/of

7. Transform the following sentences as directed: (4marks)

a) We will not admit children under ten years. (Passive Voice)

b) The boss ordered the employee to get out of the room. (Direct Speech)

C) Grandfather said, “It is useless to waste time in this fruitless task.” (Indirect Speech)

d) You will be served lunch on the plane by the cabin crew. (Active Voice)

8. The following passage has not been edited. There is an error in each line. Write the
incorrect word and the correction in your answer sheet against the correct blank number:

Incorrect Correct (4marks)

Teenage is a spring of man’s life. (a)_________ __________
It is perceive as the most joyful (b)_________ ___________
And exciting period of a individual’s (c)_________ ___________



life. Teenagers bubbles with life. (d)_________ ____________
Everything smell of freshness and fitness. (e)_________ ___________
There are aspiration and expectancy in life. (f)_________ ___________
But the teenagers of today are live (g)_________ ___________
under the pressure of a competitive world. (h)__________ ___________

SECTION- C LITERATURE
9. Read the given stanza and answer the questions that follow: (3marks)

‘It is the engine of her family.
She stokes it full, then flirts out to a branch-end.
Showing her barred face identity mask.’

a) What image has the poet used in these lines?
b) Which literary device is used in the expression ‘barred face’?
c) Explain: ‘she stokes it full’.

Or
9. Read the given stanza and answer the questions that follow: (3marks)

‘The cardboard shows me how it was
When the two girl cousins went paddling,
Each one holding one of my mother’s hands,
And she the big girl-some twelve years or so.’

a) What does the ‘cardboard’ show the poet? How is it special to her?
b) Why did the two girl cousins hold the poet’s mother’s hands?
c) What can you deduce about the childhood of the poet’s mother?

10. Answer any three of the following questions in 60-70 words. (3x3=9marks)

1. Describe the author’s grandmother’s life in the village in contrast with the kind of life she led
in the city, highlighting her values.

2. ‘King Tut’s demise was a big event, even by royal standards’. What does the author mean by
this statement?

3. What preparations did the author and his wife make for their round to the world sea voyage?
(We’re Not Afraid to Die…)

4. Compare and contrast the character of the two cousins Aram and Mourad to highlight their
values in the lesson ‘The Summer of the Beautiful White Horse’.



11. ‘The Portrait of a Lady’ partly dwells on the loneliness and insecurity of old age and effort of
the old to fit in. Driven by such thoughts while reading the lesson, write about the life of many
old men and women in India, who lead a lonesome existence towards the end of their life.
(WL:120 -150 words) (6marks)

12. Ranga’s views on marriage are quite different, yet he follows the conventional way of
choosing a girl for himself. Elucidate. (6marks)

Or
12. The school system often curbs individual talents. Discuss with reference to the lesson ‘Albert
Einstein at School’. (6marks)

13. ‘Discovering Tut’ is an account of the Egyptians’ attempt to remove the veils of mystery
from their past and reveal it to the countrymen. Being aware of its past is an important boost to
any race or culture. Indians too would be proud of themselves if they were aware of their
glorious heritage. Write a short article in 150 words on the need to be aware of one’s heritage.

(6marks)

Or

13. In 1922, Tut’s tomb was discovered. Much of the treasure buried in the tomb had already
been plundered. Materialistic attitude of man does not allow even the dead to sleep in peace.
Elaborate.

(6marks)



APEEJAY SCHOOL, SAKET

PERIODIC ASSESSMENT-2 (2018-2019)

ENGLISH

CLASS- IX

BLUE PRINT

QUESTION

NO.

SKILL TYPE OF THE

QUESTION

MARKS

1. UNDERSTANDING SHORT ANSWERS
(Reading Skills)

1X5=5

2.1.
2.2

UNDERSTANDING
KNOWLEDGE

SHORT ANSWERS
(Reading Skills)

1X6=6
1X4=4

3. APPLICATION SHORT COMPOSITION
(Writing Skills)

4

4. APPLICATION SHORT COMPOSITION
(Writing Skills)

5

5. APPLICATION LONG COMPOSITION
(Writing Skills)

6

6. KNOWLEDGE &
APPLICATION

SHORT ANSWERS
(Grammar)

1x2=2

7. UNDERSTANDING &
APPLICATION

SHORT ANSWERS
(Grammar)

1/2x8=4

8. UNDERSTANDING &
APPLICATION

SHORT ANSWERS
(Grammar)

1x4=4

9. KNOWLEDGE SHORT ANSWERS
(Literature)

1x4=4

10. KNOWLEDGE SHORT ANSWERS
(Literature)

2x4=8

11. KNOWLEDGE &
APPLICATION

LONG ANSWER
(Literature)

4

12. KNOWLEDGE &
APPLICATION

LONG ANSWER
(Literature)

4

TOTAL: 60
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1. UNDERSTANDING SHORT ANSWERS
(Reading Skills)

8

2.1.
2.2

UNDERSTANDING
KNOWLEDGE

SHORT ANSWERS
(Reading Skills)

1X6=6
1X6=6

3. APPLICATION SHORT COMPOSITION
(Writing Skills)

4

4. APPLICATION SHORT COMPOSITION
(Writing Skills)

6

5. APPLICATION LONG COMPOSITION
(Writing Skills)

10

6. KNOWLEDGE &
APPLICATION

SHORT ANSWERS
(Grammar)

1x2=2

7. UNDERSTANDING &
APPLICATION

SHORT ANSWERS
(Grammar)

1/2x8=4

8. UNDERSTANDING &
APPLICATION

SHORT ANSWERS
(Grammar)

1x4=4

9. KNOWLEDGE SHORT ANSWERS
(Literature)

1x3=3

10. KNOWLEDGE SHORT ANSWERS
(Literature)

3x3=9

11. KNOWLEDGE &
APPLICATION

LONG ANSWER
(Literature)

6

12. KNOWLEDGE &
APPLICATION

LONG ANSWER
(Literature)

6

13. KNOWLEDGE &
APPLICATION

LONG ANSWER
(Literature)

6

TOTAL: 80


